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Rev. Kume

DEAD BUT STILL SPEAKING

JAPAN ORAMA PERSECUTION
IN JAPAN

On June 26, 1942, during World War II, Rev.
Kume was sitting quietly in his study and reading
the Word of God. His heart suddenly froze as he
heard the sound of a police car grinding to a halt
and the commotion of policemen forcibly entering
his entrance. “Where’s Kume?” shouted a rough
voice!

“I’m right here,” Pastor Kume said, hurrying into
the hall and bowing politely. Before he could say
more than a brief farewell to his wife, he was
dragged out of the house and driven off to a dark,
barren detention center. He was completely
unaware of any crime he had committed, except
that as a Christian pastor, he had refused to bow to the god of Japan, the
Emperor.

He was held in the detention center for six months, completely cut off
from people, simply because of his devotion to Jesus. And then one day
he was suddenly handcuffed and led away in an armored car to the
dreaded Sugamo Prison.

There he was put into solitary confinement. He thanked God that the
officers had not found his most priceless possession, a Bible hidden in
the lining of his clothes.

One dreadful day, a warden passing by happened to see him reading
his precious Book. “What is this?” he demanded, ripping the Bible out of
Pastor Kume’s hands. “You’ve come into this prison to get Christianity

The persecution of Christians in Japan became prevalent during the reign of Ieyasu
in the 1500’s. At that time, there were approximately 300,000 Christians.

The punishment for being a Christian was execution. Christianity in Japan survived
only by going underground, turning into something called ‘Kakure Kirisutan’ (hidden
Christians). Protests from all over the world forced Japan to suspend the ban on
Christianity in 1873.

During World War II, when Shinto became the official state religion of Japan, all
others were banned, with varying degrees of punishment. After the surrender of Japan
in 1945, the government was forced to enact Freedom of Religion as part of their
surrender.

Over the past two thousand years, it is estimated that about 70 million believers
were killed for their faith worldwide, of which 45.5 million or 65% were in the Twentieth
Century. Currently, Christian persecution is most severe in North Korea, but Christianity
is no longer taboo in Japan.

PRA YER REQ UESTS
1. Pray for the many converts that Mr. Kume had the joy of leading to the Lord. His

legacy still lives on, as many of these converts are now actively involved in ministry
and leading others to Christ!

2. Pray for Sunette Hugo, as she has many responsibilities as office worker, English
Evangelism teacher and personal worker.

3. Alex Verwey, now 22, recently moved to the USA to further his education. He was also
recently engaged to a lovely young girl called Eri. Please pray that the Lord would
guide them both as they earnestly seek His will for their future.

4. Robert McKenzie, one of our English Evangelism workers, was married on Oct. 6 to a
wonderful Christian girl called Mai. Please pray for them as they desire to serve the
Lord in Japan.

5. Christmas is a special time of year where Japanese people are most open to the
Gospel. Our workers become very busy as they participate in evangelistic Christmas
meetings, concerts and parties. Please pray that many will be reached for the Lord
through these outreach opportunities.

6. We thank each person who faithfully prayed for and supported the work of the Mission
throughout 2007. You have played a vital role in the Lord’s work! We praise the Lord
for the many changed lives, protection of our workers, provision of our needs, and
empowerment of the Holy Spirit!
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STAFF UPDA TE
SUNET TE HUGO

Sunette Hugo

out of you, and you’ve brought it with
you!” the warden scolded him. “You
cannot read this Book any more!”

With his Bible gone, Pastor Kume
faced long, barren days, completely
alone with his thoughts. But God’s
presence carried him through the
darkest hours.

When the war ended on August
14, 1945, Pastor Kume left the
prison, broken in body but not in
spirit. Because he had not
compromised his faith during the
years of persecution, people looked
up to him and wonderful
opportunities opened up for him to
minister to the scattered members
of the church of Christ.

Later on, he became minister to
one of the largest Christian
congregations in the city of Osaka.
When he reached 70, he did not
regard retirement as an option.

He promptly joined the Japan
Mission, and for the next twelve
years, Rev. and Mrs. Kume toiled
side by side with our hospital
evangelists for the souls of men and
women in the hospitals of Japan.

They led many patients with
turberculosis to the Lord, and their
quiet and godly influence helped the
Japan Mission maintain a high
spiritual standard.

At the age of 82, Rev. Kume’s legs
simply refused to carry him any

longer down the long corridors to the
wards to reach the patients. Did he
now think of retiring?  No! Rather,
he began praying that God would
give him work to do that was less
physically demanding.

One of the congregations nearby
asked him to become their minister.
They arranged for a young minister
to be responsible for tasks that
involved physical exertion, asking
Rev. Kume to preach for them and
counsel needy members.

At the age of 97, while still
preaching, he caught a cold. Kyoko,
his daughter noticed that he was
weak and not very steady on his feet.
She insisted on taking him to see a
Christian doctor friend who
suggested hospitalization, a
thorough examination and rest.
While in that hospital, he peacefully
fell asleep, only to wake up in
heaven. We spoke to the doctor
afterwards to find out what the cause
of his death was.

“I could find nothing physically
wrong with him,” the doctor replied.
“All I can say for sure is that he died
of old age.”

The legacy of his work still goes
on today, as many call him blessed
for pointing them to Jesus!
He being dead still speaks
(Hebrews 11:4).  q

The Lord led Sunette Hugo from South Africa
to Japan in 2002. She joined the Mission in
February 2007. She says, “It is mind-boggling
how the Lord, through the years and without
me realizing it, prepared, equipped and
eventually guided me to the Japan Mission!”

Sunette is multi-talented and very dedicated
in accomplishing a diversified set of tasks. She
handles the South African correspondence and
sends thousands of e-mails every Monday. She
helps with the processing and distribution of about 30,000 Fountain
of Joy tracts each month. As an English Evangelism teacher, she
teaches at various churches and comes in contact with numerous
students. She is involved in instructing fellow teachers to teach
more effectively and is a keen member of a prayer group. She also
has a ministry of encouragement through counseling, teaching and
reading to the visually impaired.

Please pray for the hundreds of students she has made contact
with while in Japan over the past five years. Many of them have
become her close friends. Pray for her continued good health,
protection and spiritual growth.
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